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UK INCINERATION IN NUMBERS 

 

 



https://ukwin.org.uk 



Labour  MPs 
who have 

spoken out 
against 

incineration 



SHADOW BEIS MINISTER, 12 FEB 2020 

Dr Alan Whitehead MP: “…We must recognise that the age of 
incinerators is over. A decade or two ago, perhaps we could 
have said that incineration was an improvement on the 
previous practice of landfill...However, as we move towards 
net zero, we are in danger of freezing in time our waste 
strategies by granting permission for large incinerators that 
capture waste streams over time. That will prevent us from 
moving up the waste hierarchy in dealing with our waste 
generally, and in looking at it as a resource to be recycled, 
reused and put back into the circular economy—rather 
than put in landfill or burned, usually for minimal energy 
recovery...We are at a turning point. The future is net zero; 
it cannot be incineration. We have to move rapidly up the 
waste hierarchy…” 



The Wisbech Incinerator 



https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/eastern/ 
medworth-energy-from-waste-combined-heat-and-power-facility/ 



PINS Project Inception Meeting Note 



January 2020 Scoping Opinion 

• PINS: 
– 2.2.1 Chapter 2 of the Scoping Report provides a 

description of the Proposed Development. The Scoping 
Report lacks in-depth detail for all elements of the 
Proposed Development. 

– 3.3.17 The ES should include a description and 
assessment (where relevant) of the likely significant 
effects the Proposed Development has on climate (for 
example having regard to the nature and magnitude of 
greenhouse gas emissions). 

– The ES should include an assessment of effects on the 
Wisbech Conservation Area and other relevant 
heritage assets. Efforts should be made to identify the 
relevant heritage assets to be assessed with the 
relevant consultation bodies. 



January 2020 Scoping Opinion 

• Cambridgeshire County Council: 
– The scoping report proposes that the design life of the plant is 40 years from 

opening in 2025. This implies a minimum of 15 years of operation past a 
Government 2050 target for reaching net-zero CO2e emissions. 

– In October 2019, Cambridgeshire County Council adopted an evidence base called 
Net-Zero Cambridgeshire by 2050. This report, developed by young researchers at 
Cambridge University Science and Policy Exchange (CUSPE) for the Council, has 
informed the development of our Draft Climate Change and Environment 
Strategy…The CUSPE report identifies three key points relevant to your project: 
• The carbon footprint for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough is 6.1million tonnes 

of CO2e per annum. These emissions must reduce overall to 0.6million tonnes 
by 2050 with the residual needing to be off-set. 

• The carbon footprint of the waste management, commercial and industrial 
services are relevant to your project and must contribute to the net-zero CO2e 
target by 2050… 

– The scoping report focuses on the diversion of residual waste from landfill. This is 
important. However, a greater level of consideration should be afforded to increased 
rates of recycling, reusing and circular economy principles which will reduce the 
supply of materials for burning, rather than assuming that all of the residual waste 
that is currently sent to landfill will continue at the same rate over the next 40 years. 
This approach is supported by the recently released Resources and Waste Strategy 
which aims to reduce waste and increase recycling within the timescales proposed. 



The Circular Economy 

Leakage to be 
minimised 

• Reducing unnecessary packaging 
• Extending product lifespan 
• Designing for reuse/recyclability 

Source of graphics: https://circulartayside.co.uk/what-is-the-circular-economy/ 
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CO2 PER UNIT OF ELECTRICITY 

“The ‘[fossil] carbon intensity' of energy produced through waste incineration is 
more than 23 times greater than that for low carbon sources such as wind and 
solar; as such, incineration is clearly not a low carbon technology.” 

– UKWIN Climate Change Report 



THE ‘MARGINAL ELECTRICITY MIX’ 

"For estimating changes in emissions from changes in grid electricity use, analysts should 
use the (long run) marginal grid electricity emissions factors in data table 1“ 
-HM Treasury Green Book on appraisal and evaluation of energy use and GHG emissions 



Any Questions? 

• It’s in another county, so what power do we have anyway? 

• Isn’t an incinerator that produces energy a form of recycling itself? 

• If no one burns it, where is the waste going to go? 

• Isn’t opposing incineration just a ‘not in my backyard’ approach? 

• What’s it got to do with climate change? 

• They say there’s no market for recycled goods – so why bother? 

• OK, but there are plastics everywhere, what else are you going to 
do with them? 

• No one listens to what we think in any case, so what’s the point? 

• Why are you going on about this incinerator, when they are 
planning another one in Waterbeach? 

• What are the practical steps we should take if we agree it’s worth 
the fight? 


